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DAN EUROPE AND RESEA SPORTS
Purpose of the event

On 11 May 2026, the Regenerative Sea Sports and
Ocean Literacy pilot intervention took place in Malta.
The theoretical session was held at Orange Shark
Diving Center, while the practical activities were
carried out at Cirkewwa Marine Park, focusing on the
Citizen Science Fish Visual Census protocol.

The main objective of the intervention was to
promote greaterawarenessoftheroleofregenerative
water sports, particularly scuba diving, snorkelling
and freediving, as practical tools to support the
protection, monitoring and regeneration of marine
and coastal environments.



Aim of the Event

The meeting focused on the concept of Regenerative Sports
and their potential contribution to marine conservation.

In particular,theeventintroducedthe principlesofthe ReSea Sports
project, which builds on the concept of regenerative tourism to
develop a methodology that not only aims to reduce or eliminate
the climate impact of sports activities, but also to transform them
Into positive actions that actively contribute to environmental
conservation and regeneration.

The project focuses on water sports practices in coastal areas, with the
aim of protecting and regenerating marineand coastalenvironments
through education, training and practical environmental monitoring
activities.
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Practical session

The practical session took place at Cirkewwa Marine Park, where
the Fish Visual Census protocol was implemented.

The protocol was carried out in two different ways:

- During a scuba dive, involving PADI Instructors and certified
divers;

« During a snorkelling excursion, allowing non-diving partici-
pants to take part in the observation and data collection ac-
tivity.

Thisdual approach demonstrated how the protocol can be adapted
to different levels of experience and different water-based activities,
making Citizen Science accessible both to diving professionals and
to members of the public.




The Fish Visual Census protocol

Global warming is having clear effects on the abundance, distri-
bution and survival of marine organisms, with significant conse-
qguences for the functioning of coastal ecosystems and the ser-
vices they provide to human communities.

These effects are particularly relevant in the Mediterranean Sea, a
basin that is highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.
Documenting these changes is essential to support Integrated
Coastal Zone Management — ICZM — and to inform Maritime
Spatial Planning — MSP.

The Fish Visual Census protocol provides practical guidance for
monitoring climate-related impacts in Mediterranean Marine Pro-
tected Areas and beyond. Based on previous scientific experience,
selected fish species are used as reliable indicators of climate change.

The Mediterranean target species considered in the protocol
include:

« Sparisoma cretense.

- Epinephelus marginatus.
- Thalassoma pavo.

- Sarpa salpa.

« Serranus scriba.

« Coris julis.

- Serranus cabrilla.

- Siganus spp.

« Fistularia commersonii.

Monitoringthesespecieshelpscollectusefulinformationonchanges
in fish community composition, the presence of thermophilic
species and the evolution of marine ecosystems in response to
warming sea temperatures.



Partecipation

The event was attended by:
« 6 PADI Instructors.
- 2 certified divers.
« 2 snorkellers.

Rachel Watts, PADI Regional Manager, was also officially present at
the event. Her participation represented an important added value,
strengtheningthe connection betweendivertraining,environmental
education and Citizen Science.




Climate context

The climate context confirms the importance of participatory
monitoring activities such as the one carried out during this pilot
intervention. According to the Copernicus Climate Change Service,
April 2026 recorded the second-highest sea surface temperature
for any April over the extra-polar global ocean, with an average of
21.08 °C, second only to the April 2024 record.

April 2026 was also classified as the joint third-warmest April
globally for surface air temperature, tied with April 2016 and April
2020, with a global average temperature of 14.89 °C, 0.52 °C above
the 1991-2020 average.

These data further highlight the need to develop training
programmes and Citizen Science activities capable of involving
diving centres, instructors, divers, snorkellers and citizens in
monitoring the effects of climate change on marine ecosystemes.
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Link with the PADI/DAN
Ocean Literacy programme

The Fish Visual Census protocol is an integral part of the PADI/
DAN Ocean Literacy training programme.

The Ocean Literacy programme has been endorsed as Initiative
No. 84.6 of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development, contributing to the global initiative
“The Science We Need for the Ocean We Want” for the period
2021-2030.

This international framework reinforces the educational and
scientific value of the activity, linking diver training and sea-based
sportsactivitiesto global objectivesfor ocean knowledge, protection
and sustainable management.
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1 LIFE Dear Mr Figurella,
BELOW WATER

It is with great pleasure that | am writing to inform you of the endorsement of your Decade Action
entitled “No.84.6. DAN.PADI Ocean Literacy Training Program.” as a project forming part of the UN

I N STRU CTO R M AN U A L Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 2021-2030. Please accept my sincere
congratulations for this achievement. Let me also thank you for your engagement and commitment
to the Ocean Decade vision of the science we need for the ocean we want.

Within the structure set out in the Ocean Decade Implementation Plan, individual projects are
typically attached to endorsed Decade programmes. We are pleased to inform you that your project
will be attached to “No. UN7. Ocean Literacy With All (OLWA): the change we need for the ocean
we want”. The attached Charter for Endorsed Projects provides more information on the respective
roles and responsibilities of Decade programmes and projects. The contact people at your relevant
Decade programme are Francesca Santoro, Ana Vitoria Tereza de Magalhdes
(f.santoro@unesco.org, av.de-magalhaes@unesco.org) and we encourage you to reach out to them
to commence exchanges and discussions.

As a condition of your endorsement, the Ocean Decade logo may not be displayed on certificates,
nor may it be granted to third parties. Additionally, it cannot be used nor associated to the
‘commercialization of any products.

; ‘ As you further develop and start implementing your project, we would like to remind you of the Ocean
Decade endorsement criteria, including those related to co-design, engagement of users all along
the ocean science value chain and decision and policy makers, and those related to open and

accessible data management. As an endorsed Decade Action, we expect you to adopt these
principles and approaches in your Decade project and to engage with the Ocean Decade community
via Communities of Practice. We have also attached here a publication from the Ocean Decade on
co-design approaches that may prove useful in this regard.
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Regional Manager, DAN Europe Foundation
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Conclusions

The pilot intervention held on 11 May 2026 represented an
Important opportunity to demonstrate how water sports can
be transformed into concrete tools for education, scientific
observation and environmental regeneration.

The integration of ReSea Sports, Ocean Literacy training and the
Fish Visual Census protocol allowed participants to understand
how activitiessuch asscubadiving,snorkellingandfreediving can
actively contribute to data collection, climate change awareness
and the protection of marine ecosystemes.

Thepresenceofdiving professionals,citizensand PADIrepresentatives
confirmed the value of a collaborative, multi-stakeholder approach
In which training, sport, Citizen Science and marine conservation
work together to build a more responsible and regenerative model
for engaging with the sea.
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Participant List
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Regenerative Sea Sports Project Number: 101184396




